Mechanisms underlying invasion and metastasis.
Despite continuing advances in the molecular characterization of the events promoting metastasis, no significant impact has been made on therapy or survival rates for patients with advanced tumors. Over the past 12 months there has been a general consolidation of the emerging evidence indicating that tumor spread is regulated by mechanisms involving disturbances in normal homeostatic processes. This review discusses these developments and also highlights the active role of peritumoral stroma in modulating invasion and spread of cancer.